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Early Childhood Education  (C&I 330) 
  Spring 2003  
 
Course Description, Assignments, and Two-week Calendar 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS: Jalongo, M. & Isenberg, J.  Exploring Your Role: A Practitioner’s Introduction to 
Early Childhood  
 
Bredekamp, S. &  Copple, D.  Developmentally Appropriate Practice in 
Early Childhood Programs 
 
Montana Early Childhood Project.  Montana Early Care and Education 
Knowledge Base     (Call 1-800-213-6310 to request a free copy) 
 
REQUIRED MATERIAL: One (1) green pen 
 
CLASS PERIOD:  Wednesdays, 4:10 pm - 7:00 pm    
Curry Health Center 008 
 
FACILITATOR:  Susan Harper-Whalen 
Curry Health Center 036 
243-4854   whalensh@selway.umt.edu 
 
OFFICE HOURS:  Monday - Friday by appointment (Please feel free to call) 
 
ACCOMMODATIONS: Please contact the facilitator following the first class meeting to 
arrange for teaching/learning accommodations that you require. 
 
OVERVIEW 
This course is an introduction to early childhood education (ages birth through eight).  The main 
topics to be covered will include: the sociological, professional, and theoretical perspectives of early 
childhood education with a focus on developmentally appropriate practice (DAP); the skills and 
dispositions needed by early childhood educators in planning and implementing early care and 
education programs for all children; and education models in early childhood. 
 
Each student is expected to take responsibility for their individual learning.  Students will explore 
their own preferences and complete individual learning plans to meet self-identified goals.  Perhaps 
the most important goal of this course is to provide students with appropriate knowledge, resources, 
positive attitudes, and skills that will encourage lifelong learning—an essential practice for successful 
early childhood professionals. 
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CONTENT AREAS 
Key content areas for the course reflect the perspective of the National Association for the 
Education of Young Children (NAEYC), the Montana Early Care and Education Knowledge Base, and 
standards of the Montana Permissive Special Competency in Early Childhood.  Within each of the 
content areas, issues of diversity and inclusion will be embedded as natural components of the human  
experience.  While each content area will be addressed, those indicated by an asterisk are covered in 
detail in another course required for the Early Childhood Minor.   
 
Content areas include:  
 
Health, Safety, and Nutrition 
 
Curriculum 
 
Environmental Design 
 
*Program Management 
 
Child Guidance 
 
*Family and Community Partnerships 
 
Professionalism  
 
*Observation and Assessment 
 
Personal Attributes and Characteristics of 
Early Childhood Professionals 
 
*Child Growth and Development (birth through 
age eight) 
 
GRADING CRITERIA 
 
